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T H E A T R E  W R I T I N G  
Blackpool Lights | Theatre503 | October 2019 

Josh and Rich are in a hotel room in Blackpool, it’s the 
same room they’ve been meeting up in to have sex for 
6 years. Tonight, for the first time, Josh will ask Rich to 
spend the night. Blackpool Lights explores the way in 
which gay men form attraction and the boundary 
between intimacy and violence. Dir. Max Elton.  

 
Can you see in to a black hole? | Shoreditch Town 

Hall | October 2018 | CPT + SlungLow 2019 
My parents and I had the conversations we never had 
during 10 years of me having epilepsy, I sound mix 
these interviews into an epic story about astronauts 
and black holes. Originally commissioned by Upstart 
Theatre for DARE Festival 2018. ACE funded 
development in 2019. Sound by Christian Czornyj. 
Directed by Natasha Nixon.  

 
ORGREAVE 1984 | The Arcola | January 2019 

Orgreave is a town near Rotherham, in 1984 it saw the 
biggest act of police violence in UK history, in the early 
00s it was affected by a scandal with the Rotherham 
pedophile ring, now it is shaken by Brexit. The play 
explores the three civil wars that have torn about the 
town and the scars they have left. A small version of the 
play was workshopped at The Arcola in 2019. 
 
Finding Simon | Pleasance Islington | September 2018 
I had a friend for 10 years who probably saved my life 
but there is a secret at the heart of our friendship. Part-
theatre part-escape room, every night a guest 
performer tries to open a locked box filled with my 
secret with the help of the audience. Developed 
during a residency at Pleasance Islington.   

 
Orpheus | TRSE | January 2018 

Orpheus explores the rise of post-truth politics across 
the first 15 years of the 21stC using a score of harp and 
live electronics.  It was chosen for a first sharing as part 
of BEAM Festival 2018. Music by Dom James. 
 

 

E T H O S  
I explore extraordinary scientific, 
political and economic concepts 

with ordinary people through a post-
verbatim method. 

  
tom@boyandpen.com 
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T R A I N I N G  
 

MA Writing Musicals | Mountview 
Academy of Theatre Arts | 

Distinction 
 

My focus on the programme was to 
look at pre-existing music 

environments (such as pubs and 
karaoke bars) and find the narrative 
potential in them. The MA focused 
on collaborative practice, formal 

innovation and ongoing 
development skills.  

 
BA English and Related Literature | 

The University of York | 2:1 
 

Dissertation on Angels in America 
and if Brechtian elements can 

successfully translate to TV. Modules 
includes American Literature 1910 – 

present, Modern adaptation of 
Ancient Greek Drama, The poetry 

and theatre of Lorca. 
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AUDREY | The Tristan bates / Above The Arts | 2018 
Audrey is a new musical using documentary footage 

of Audrey Hepburn to explore the gap between 
reality and the public construction of female fame. It 

received two sharings at Above The Arts and The 
Tristan Bates theatre in 2018 as part of Prelude.  

 
The Artificial Brain | Diorama Arts | 2017 

The Artificial Brain is a collaborative project between 
me and an autistic performer which explores the 

relationship between Autism and Artificial Intelligence. 
It is a play but simultaneously can be experienced as 
a video game for autistic audiences. It received an 

industry sharing at Diorama Arts in 2017. 
 

BETH: A Slam Musical | Mosaic Festival | June 2016 
Beth resets the tension in Macbeth in a queer working-

class space to explore if the addiction to power 
inherent in affluent masculinity can be escaped. It 

used slam poetry, found music and body percussion 
immersively to tell the story.  It received a first sharing 

as part of Mosaic Festival in 2016. 
 

What Becomes? | York Drama Barn | March 2015 
What Becomes? Is a play about the first ever Motown 
tour to come to the UK in 1965 and the affect it had 

on race and gender relations on small northern 
working-class communities. It received a workshop 

sharing and a weeks run at York Drama Barn in 2015. It 
also won e a nomination to be part of the festival 

company for The National Student Drama Festival in 
2015.  

 
The Fall of Fire: A New Musical | Upstage Theatre - 

York | June 2014 
The Fall of Fire was a new musical exploring the role of 
feminism in Ancient Rome amongst the Vestal Virgins. 

It was performed as part of the York new Musical 
Festival in 2014 in collaboration with composer Kristina 

Craven.  
 

Saros 145 | York Drama Barn | Jan 2014 
Saros 145 juxtaposes a narrative of two brothers going 

through assisted suicide together with a narrative 
around the first ever DNAR order to be created in the 

1970s. It received a workshop production at York 
Drama Barn in 2014.  

 

  
 

O T H E R  W R I T I N G  
 

I also use my documentary practice 
in journalism to write for PinkNews on 

political or social subjects that are 
affecting the LGBTQ+ community.  

 
Example: 

https://www.pinknews.co.uk/2018/0
8/18/gay-lgbt-mental-health-grindr-

therapy-anonymous/ 

T E A C H I N G  
 

In March 2018 I began delivering 
seminars at Portsmouth University 

about New Musical Theatre Writing 
for their undergraduate students in 

Musical Theatre.   

P R O D U C I N G  /  
S P E A K I N G  

 
Tate Modern | Tate Exchange: 

Digital Makers Collective 
Speaker on panel debate curated 
by COMMON “Is British theatre truly 

accessible to the working-class? 
And what potential does digital 
technology have to change it?” 

 
 

LGBTQ+ Tiny Shows | Omnibus 
Theatre 

I co-produce LGBTQ+ Tiny Shows at 
Omnibus Theatre which is an annual 
development weekend for LGBTQ+ 

Theatre Makers.  

 

 


